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Genoa Cowboy Festival rides
into town April 28th–30th

ADVISORY BOARD:
The Genoa Advisory Board meets
on the first Wednesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. in the Town
Meeting Room.

Timothy M. DeTurk, Chair
Linda R. Birdwell, Vice Chair
Greg Pace
Patricia A. Eckman
Steven J. Shively

TOWN STAFF:
Phil Ritger, Town Manager
Sarah Macellari, Office Assistant
Cammy Murry, Maintenance Asst.
Billie J. Rightmire, Historian
Jenn Hollister, Newsletter Graphic

& Layout Design / Editor

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS:

FREE CONCERTS IN GENOA PARK
The Genoa Summer Concert Series (2nd
Sundays, June-Oct.), continues on June 11th 
at 5 p.m. — Bring a picnic and a blanket!

GTAB BOARD SWEARS OATH OF OFFICE
New and returning board members swear in
for new and ongoing Town Board terms… 

All Continued on Page 2

MORMON STATION SUMMER SCHEDULE
2017 Summer Events open to the public…

GARAGE SALE DATE MOVED TO MAY 20
The Genoa Community Garage Sale date has
been moved up to May 20 this year…

All Continued on Page 4

2017 GENOA JULY 4TH CELEBRATIONS
The Friends of Genoa invite you to attend this
year’s July 4th Americana Celebration…

GENOA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers are the heart of our community
events — your help is greatly needed…

All Continued on Page 5

MEET THE FOG ORGANIZATION
The Friends of Genoa would like to encourage
you to join and help support Genoa…

THE FRIENDS OF SNOWSHOE THOMPSON
This group strives to preserve and honor the
memory of the legendary “Mailman of the
Sierra.” Membership is just $10…

All Continued on Page 6

SEE PAGE 3…
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The Town of Genoa continues to sponsor the free
summer concerts for the 2017 season. Bring friends,
family and a picnic and enjoy a variety of music in
the beautiful Genoa Town Park. Our Sunday concerts
begin at 5 p.m. and are scheduled as follows:

June 11 – Beatles Flashback
A Beatles tribute band playing all the favorite hits!
www.BeatlesFlashback.com

July 9 – Quake City Jug Band
Early American Jazz, Blues and Swing and some
humorous originals
www.QuakeCityJugBand.com

August 13 – 3HATTRIO
Creative original and American Desert music.
www.3hattrio.com

September 10 – California Sons
A little Country, Americana, and Bluegrass quartet
from San Francisco.
www.CaliforniaSons.com

On January 3, 2017, at noon,
Genoa’s new and returning board
members were sworn into office
at the Douglas County District
Court 1 by Judge Tod Young. 

New board member, Steve
Shively, took his first oath of
office and a four-year term (exp.
2020), along with returning board

members Linda Birdwell (exp. 2018)
and Tim DeTurk (exp. 2018).

Patricia Eckman, a new board
member with a four-year term

(exp. 2020), took the oath on
January 4th with the court clerk.

Greg Pace, the third returning
board member, continues his
four-year term (exp. 2018).

Tim DeTurk was elected Chair
and Linda Birdwell was elected
Vice Chair at the January 4, 2017,
GTAB meeting. Contact
information for board members is
available on Genoa’s website:
www.GenoaNevada.org.

About thirty
Genoa residents
and guests
enjoyed ringing in
the New Year at
the town hall on the
evening of December 31,
2016. There was a
delicious pot luck meal
served. The live music
was provided by Joe

Greco and friends.
Guests enjoyed an
evening of fun, food,
friendship, libations, and
dancing as we welcomed
2017. A good time was
had by all.

Concerts in the Genoa Town Park

New Year’s Eve in Genoa

‘Welcome & Thank You!’ new & returning board members
GTAB MEETINGS:

First Wednesday • 6:30 PM
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Headliners for the 
2017 Cowboy Festival: 

The Quebe Sisters
and Tom Russell
along with 
(below, left to right):

Dave Stamey, 
Mike Beck, 
Trinity Seely and
Randy Rieman.

The Genoa Cowboy Festival
runs April 28th through 30th,
featuring newcomers Tom Russell
and The Quebe Sisters
(pronounced kway-bee), and
returning favorites Dave Stamey,
Mike Beck, Gary Allegretto,
Trinity Seely and more. 

Although originally named
Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival,
“Cowboy,” as residents
affectionately refer to it, has
remained a highlight event among
Genoa’s many annual attractions
for 7 years now and, we hope, for

at least 70 years more. 
The most avid Cowboy Festival

enthusiasts and performers agree
that there is no better setting for
such an event than Genoa. 

Folks and families from far and
wide, taking in the sights and
sounds along with great eats,
drinks and family fun, find it easy
to step back in time when the
music is playing on the porches of
the Genoa Bar or the newly
renovated Pink House.

Daytime shows, Chautauquas,
porch sessions, Open Mic and
more are free to visitors with one

or more ticketed workshops and
shows as well.

Concerts on Friday and
Saturday evenings will be in the
Main Stage tent inside the
Mormon Station Park stockade.
Get your tickets early as we
regularly sell out the best seats
for both nights well in advance.

Join us for the Cowboy
Breakfast on Saturday morning
and Cowboy Church on Sunday
morning to wrap up your visit. 

For details and to purchase
tickets, visit our website:
GenoaCowboyFestival.org.

The Heritage Club was created for
philanthropic financial support of
the Genoa Cowboy Festival to
help establish it as one of the
premier Western cultural
gatherings in the West. 

Your paid membership in the
Heritage Club helps promote and
insure western living, a unique
cowboy perspective and also
provides members with an
exceptional entertainment
experience. Membership in the
Heritage Club includes many
benefits.

Please contact the Town of Genoa
for membership information at
(775) 782-8696.

The Cowboy
Heritage Club

Cowboy Festival back in town for 2017
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By Daniel Wassmund

Mormon Station is
looking forward to a
beautiful spring and
busy summer season.
We have many fun
events planned that will
be announced upon the
arrival of our seasonal
staff. 

As a park, Mormon
Station pays tribute to the
beginning of Genoa as a
settlement. In 1851, John Reese
arrived with a band of men from
Salt Lake City and built the first
permanent building in Nevada. He
constructed a trading post to sell
goods to the hordes of people
traveling through the area to
California during the Gold Rush. 

The Mormon Station museum is
a reconstruction of Reese’s log
trading post. Inside it holds many

artifacts donated by the original
pioneer families of the area. If you
haven’t seen the museum come
by and check it out! We have
rearranged the inside and have
many new artifacts on display. 

We are currently looking for a
new water fountain to put in the
stockade as a bird bath. So if
anyone has an old fountain that
they need to get rid of, we would
appreciate the donation! 

Check out the list (right) for

some of our scheduled upcoming
park events.

EVENTS SCHEDULE:

Saturday, April 15th, 2017: 
10 am-4 pm — Cotton Tails
Pancake Brunch and Easter Egg
Hunt — Register at
Jalieevents.com
Sunday, April 16th, 2017:
1 pm - Easter Sunday Dutch
Oven Demonstration
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
April 28th–30th, 2017: 
The Genoa Cowboy Festival
Saturday, May 13th, 2017: 
12 pm — Dutch Oven Cooking
Demonstration

Stay tuned — keep an eye on
the Nevada State Parks website,
parks.nv.gov/parks/mormon-station,
the park’s Facebook page, or the
park’s bulletin board for more
events to be announced!

Mormon Station State Historic Park

Genoa Garage Sale scheduled for May 20, 2017
By Gina Gillmor Coons

It’s time for the annual Genoa
Community Garage Sale once
again. This year the sale will be
held in May instead of June and
we already have garage sale
enthusiasts inquiring about it! 

The 2017 event will take place
on Saturday, May 20th, 2017
from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

Registration for the garage sale
costs just $10.00 which includes a
yard sign and your address
included on the map. 

You can pick up your
registration forms at Gillmor
Coons Real Estate Group at:
2288 Main Street, Genoa, 89411
or online at the Genoa Community
Garage Sale Facebook page under
the Files tab. Registration forms
must be returned no later than
Monday, May 15th.

If you have questions, call Gina,
Gillmor Coons Real Estate Group,
(775) 782-3434 or email
GinaRomero@gillmorcoons.com.

Summer Schedule of Events for 2017 in Genoa
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Throughout the year, the Town
of Genoa provides numerous
opportunities for residents to
volunteer their time. 

Our beautiful gazebo at the
corner of Genoa Lane and Main
Street must be staffed on
weekends from spring until fall.
Our volunteers provide
information and directions to
Genoa’s residents, old and new,
and visitors. 

Our two largest events: The
Genoa Cowboy Festival and the
Candy Dance Arts & Crafts Faire,
Dinner and Dance require an army
of volunteers! The “Cowboy” team

is ably managed by Roger and
Alison Grey. 

The Douglas County Historical
Society (DCHS) operates the
Genoa Courthouse Museum. This
is the stately brick building on
Main Street. The museum is
staffed by volunteers from May
through October. 

Please contact the following
people if you’d like to get out
there and contribute some
volunteer time. You’ll be so glad
you did.
Roger and Alison Grey:
Candy Dance and Cowboy Festival
alisonrogergrey@yahoo.com

Cindy Rogers:
Douglas County Historical Society
director@historicnv.org
Sue Knight:
Town Information Gazebo
wildrose@pyramid.net 
(775) 315-7777
Lynne Bowersock:
Town Information Gazebo
(775) 782-4835
Melanie Miller:
Friends of Genoa (FOG) events
friendsofgenoanv@gmail.com
Doug and Theo Slack:
Genoa Americana Celebration
theoslack@usa.net 
(925) 285-0221

Genoa Volunteer Opportunities

The 2017 Genoa Americana
July 4th Celebration will take
place in the Mormon Station
State Park and is sponsored by
the Friends Of Genoa.

Music begins at 10 a.m. and
continues until the Carson City
Symphony plays at 4:30 p.m. 

The Parade of Children and Pets
starts at 11 a.m. – participants
assemble in the Genoa Town Park. 

The Genoa Volunteer Fire Dept.
will again offer their popular July
4th Chicken BBQ Dinners.

Picnickers are always welcome. 
Guests are invited to set up

their chairs and blankets any time

after 7 a.m. in designated areas.
The FREE celebration will offer

raffles, including a chance to
conduct the Symphony
orchestra. The event concludes
at 6 pm. 

For more information please
call Sue Knight: (775) 315-7777. 

FOG Sponsors Annual July 4th Celebration 
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Organized in 2013, Friends of
Genoa has worked on a number of
projects over the years. The
initial endeavor of the Friends of
Genoa was the acquisition and
subsequent donation of the
Carillon. This system provides
enjoyment for the community
with brief musical performances
on warm summer evenings, at
noon each day, as well as,
seasonal and special occasions. 

With our membership’s
support, Friends of Genoa has
committed sponsorship funds to
the annual Genoa Cowboy
Festival. In addition to providing
an exceptional entertainment
experience, the Genoa Cowboy
Festival supports the Town’s
commitment of financial
independence. Support is also
provided to the Heritage Club
during the Festival.

The Friends of Genoa has also
worked on producing the Genoa
Americana July 4th Celebration
which replaced the discontinued
annual Genoa Pops In the Park.
The Genoa Americana July 4th
Celebration features an
assortment of top musicians
including The Carson City
Symphony Orchestra. 

This free event is at the
forefront of our commitment to
annual Genoa events that make
our community great.

FOG helps the Town with clean
up days, prior to the Cowboy
Festival and the Genoa Americana
Celebration. This includes the
Town proper and the walking
path between Genoa and Walley’s
Hot Springs. Friends of Genoa has
also worked with The Nevada
Commission on Tourism hosting
visitors  for the Rural Roundup
conference, showcasing Genoa
with Chautauquas, music, open
museums, and a wine walk.  

Friends of Genoa continues to
support the Town of Genoa
through your generous donations
and memberships. Members are
honored at an annual July social
with food, fun and music.
Memberships are available. 

If interested contact Friends of
Genoa via email at:
FriendsOfGenoaNV@gmail.com.

By Sue Knight

The Friends of Snowshoe
Thompson committee was
formed to raise funds and erect
the magnificent statue in Mormon
Station State Park. The
committee and members
continue to preserve and honor
the memory of Jon “Snowshoe”
Thompson, the legendary
Norwegian/American mailman of
the Sierra, who carried the mail
during the winter months over
the Sierra, twice a month,
between Placerville, California
and Genoa, Nevada – a distance
of 90 miles. 

The committee hosts
snowshoe/ski events,
celebrations in the park,
Chautauquas, a pen-pal program
and maintains the planter and
bricks surrounding the statue. 

Membership is an initial $10.
Please contact Sue if you are
interested in serving on the
Friends of Snowshoe Thompson
(FOST) committee and/or would
like more information about the
organization. (775) 315-7777
www.snowshoethompson.org

The Friends of
Snowshoe
Thompson

Friends of Genoa

1862 David Walley’s Resort is again hosting their FREE Easter Egg
Hunt for two age groups — children ages 6 and under at 9:30 a.m.,
and ages 7–12 at 11:30 a.m. A “Grand Prize” will be awarded to one
child in each group who finds the special egg. For more details, call
(775) 782-6602, or visit  www1862DavidWalleysResort.com.

Sunday, April 16, 2017 • 9:30 and 11:30 AM
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The Genoa Courthouse
Museum, located at 2304 Main
Street was built in 1865 as the
Douglas County Courthouse when
Genoa was the first county seat. 

The upstairs courtroom and the
jail were used from 1865 until
1910 when a fire destroyed the
building. The rebuilt building was
used as a schoolhouse from 1916
to 1956, after the county seat was
moved to Minden in 1916. 

In the early 1970s, the building
was deeded to the Douglas
County Historical Society and was
renamed The Genoa Courthouse
Museum. The museum is open
from late April through October

each year, seven days a week
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

If you haven’t had the
chance to visit the
Courthouse Museum, please
take the time to see it. This
local treasure is full of
fascinating exhibits that allow
you to step back in time. 

Cindy Rogers, Director of
the Douglas County Historical
Society, is offering two
training dates for new and/or
returning volunteers: One on
Monday, April 10, beginning at 10
a.m., and the second on Tuesday,
April 18, beginning at 1 p.m. 

It is only necessary for

volunteers to attend one of the
training days. The training will
last about an hour. 

Volunteers may work as few as
one or two days per month. 

Please contact Cindy by email:
director@historicnv.org

The Genoa Courthouse Museum
Volunteer Training Offered For New & Returning Volunteers
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The Genoa Connection Newsletter Returns
Until three years ago, the Town of Genoa

published a wonderful quarterly newsletter to
keep residents informed of all the current town
events, news and impart a little history. The

newsletter —
printed quarterly —
was delivered to all
Genoa post office
boxes. Happily, we
are able to bring
back the printed
version of the
Genoa Connection. 

The Genoa
Connection will
again be published
quarterly, printed
and delivered to all
Genoa mailboxes
— plus, it will be

sent electronically to email addresses on
Genoa’s contact list. 

Starting with the June edition, advertising
space will be available. First priority will be
given to Genoa business owners. If space
permits other businesses outside of Genoa will
be welcome to advertise in the Genoa
Connection. Local businesses will be contacted
in the coming weeks regarding advertising
opportunities in the Genoa Connection. If you’d
like to purchase an ad, you can contact Elaine
Shively at elainem3@charter.net or Karen
Holmes at rezzelle@hotmail.com.

We look forward to providing Genoa residents
with our own publication that focuses on our
hometown. Our gratitude to our production
folks, Chad and Gina Coons, Phil Ritger and our
many contributors for their articles and
announcements. Hopefully, as readers of our
publication, you will feel a Genoa Connection!


